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"Project Safety Analysis Tool"

Within NASA we have job safety analyses performed on operations that we do.  We have Web-based tools that will allow someone to go in, look at their project, and, by feeding in various bits of data, determine whether they’re likely to have problems with employee exposure to injury from various machine or manufacturing operations.  Are they likely to have an exposure to airborne contaminants from various materials that are used in production, and if so, what steps will be taken to evaluate the level of exposure and whether or not it is a concern.  An industrial hygienist can come in and do air sampling and tell you, yes, the material is there, but the quantities are not high enough to be a concern, or the levels are such that we recommend the use of personal protective equipment or enclosing the operation, installing ventilation to remove the materials as they’re being released to the atmosphere, or a combination.  Is there likelihood for exposure to physical agents—noise, vibration, ionizing and non-ionizing radiation, extreme heat, extreme cold—and they can all be plugged into the variables.  And it comes up with a checklist of things for the manager can look at and areas that need to be addressed in their safety and health program so that they’re actually being assessed.

