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"Orbital Debris Plans"

The policy states, and is reiterated in the standard, that the program manager has two responsibilities for assessments.  The first one is preparing initial assessments of their orbital debris planning activities at the—for the preliminary design review, the PDR.  We didn’t expect them to have ongoing dialogue with our office and with the Johnson orbital debris program office to update that such that 45 days prior to the CDR, the Critical Design Review, they submit their final assessment.  That assessment comes to Headquarters, to the program—the sponsoring program enterprise associate administrator; it’s reviewed by our office, and then it’s either accepted or rejected by the responsible program office.  And we believe that’s logically where it falls, because those are the people that control the budget and the schedules and the costs, and also have to live in that environment in the future.  So it’s up to them to make the call whether the program is compliant with the NASA safety standard, consistent with mission requirements and cost effectiveness.

