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"Planning for Re-entry"

Lessons learned from the reentries of the Salyut 7, that we discussed, the Gamma Ray Observatory in June of 2000, and the Russian Mir in March of 2001, reveal that we must also provide for safe reentry of spacecraft.  Although the ‘60s and ‘70s-era spacecraft were small and were consumed on reentry, today’s modern spacecraft are much larger and made of exotic materials that do not burn up on reentry.  Programs must plan and design for safe reentry of reentering objects to protect persons and buildings on the ground.  We have both a legal and a moral obligation to do this.

