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"Completion is the Measurement of Success"

The essence of winning the public interest, the interest of convincing the taxpayers that they’re getting their money’s worth, deals with this concept of completion.  It isn’t the concept of “let’s start a new program.”  It’s the concept of “let’s bring the program we have now underway to completion, and let’s demonstrate its productive capacity in terms of scientific discovery, whether it be astronomy, or Earth science, or whatever.  We have to focus on the completion aspects of these programs, as opposed to focusing on the start aspects of the program, or the enthusiasm and interest in starting a brand new program before we’ve ever completed the existing program.  That’s where we have got to fix our mistakes.  We have more interest in starting new programs than we have interest in completing existing programs.  And we have to fix that problem.  We have to focus back to our roots, and we are not doing that.  And we have to get back there.  And this President’s message emphasizes what our roots really are.  They are not in new starts; they’re in the concept of completion and production.  That’s what our customer, the taxpayers, want to see.  And we need to focus on that.

