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"Nuclear Launch Approval Applies to All Aspects of a Program"

The requirement for nuclear launch safety approval applies to all NASA missions.  And, a bit of advice to program managers, they should check with their program, and look at all facets of their—the program—the launch vehicle, the upper stages, any other payloads that may piggyback with their mission, and to make sure that there are no radioactive materials that are going to be contained in any of these before dismissing that nuclear launch safety approval is not required.  One of the things that’s interesting—in the Atlas rocket, they used to use a radioactive crypton in one of their power relays, so it required nuclear launch safety approval.  And no one ever connected it with the mission.  But every time you use this version of the rocket, you had to go through the process.  One other point about the amount of material and the level of risk that’s involved is that we use the whole mission risk.  So there may be several payloads on a particular launch.  We take the aggregate of all of those radioactive materials, and that’s what we analyze.  So even though your program may only have a very minor quantity, or no quantity, of radioactive materials, another piggybacking payload may have them, which will then require nuclear launch safety approval before launch can happen.

