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"Avoiding tin requires more than just specifications"

Tin is not the only material that grows whiskers.  We are also concerned about the use of cadmium plating and zinc plating.  Neither cadmium nor zinc are commonly used in spacecraft systems, but they are used in ground systems, and we have had problems in thermal vac testing with test equipment that had zinc plating and grew zinc-plated whiskers—or zinc whiskers—from the plating.  They’re not as common as tin whiskers, though.  Tin is the plated surface which grows whiskers most readily.

