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"How Much Testing is Enough?"

When do you know you have tested enough?  There are pressures to minimize the cost of the program.  There are pressures to minimize the schedule, and testing freezes both cost and schedule.  In the traditional use of the term “testing,” where you are validating a requirement, then the trade is quite clear.  That is, you identify those requirements that have to be verified by test; you design test criteria, and you perform those tests and no more.  But then you lose the element of exercise.  And, again, how do you know—or, how do you determine how much to spend in resources and time on exercise?  I believe that has to be an initial policy issue.  At the beginning of the program, one of the fundamental philosophy—if you wish—elements of the program has to be the amount of verification—sorry, the amount of exercise—low, medium, or high.  Or, perhaps those criteria means with respect to the validation and verification testing how much extra exercise we’re going to put the system through.

